
 

 

Biography 
 

The Reverend Dr. Robyn Diane Moore serves as the 12th and 
first female pastor of the 104-yr-old Historic First Baptist 
Institutional Church (hereafter referred to as FBIC), Detroit, MI. 
She began her ministry as an ordained deacon and now 
minister, serving for almost 20 years at Hartford Memorial 
Baptist Church in youth ministry, women’s ministry and 
supporting the now, pastor emeritus, Dr. Charles Gilchrist 
Adams.  In other areas of her ministry praxis, Reverend Moore 
is the current President of American Baptist Churches of 
Michigan. Additionally, she is the American Baptist Women of 
Michigan chaplain and the 2021 AB Women’s Conference 
Chairperson. She also serves on the Detroit Baptist Union 
Executive Board, previously chairing the Facing the Challenges 
Grant and now serving on the Investment Committee.  

 
After 29 years with Xerox Corporation, Rev. Moore’s full-time ministry includes pastoring, 
Christian Education, Women’s ministry and Prison Reentry work. To that regard, Rev. Moore is 
an advocate and trainer throughout the United States developing and assisting new ministries 
that support returning citizens from prison. Rev. Moore holds positions that involve working 
with the Progressive National Baptist Convention serving as immediate past State Vice 
President-At-Large of Christian Education, and now as the Midwest Regional Chair of PNBC 
Clergy Women and her most recent appointment, national board member of the PNBC Congress 
of Christian Education.  
 
As always you will find Rev. Moore giving back with service in the community. She is the 

President of Resurrection Community Development Corporation, a 501c3 and affiliation of FBIC 

whose mission is contributing community programs, resources and economic development in 

Detroit. She is a member of the executive board of the Coalition of Black and Jewish Unity, an 

organization that fights anti-Semitism and racism. She serves on the Board of Directors for Hope 

for America, a non-profit that exposes youth to skilled trades through pre-apprenticeship 

programs. She is a Faculty Member of the Philos Project – Passages; a program that mentors 

millennials and teaches bible pericope while on a 10 day pilgrimage to Jerusalem, Israel. She is a 

member of NAACP and Northwest Detroit District 2 Clergy Roundtable.  

In 2020, Rev. Moore launched “Black Women Count” based on James 3:13-18 that provides a 
platform for black women, hearing their sacred voice and recognizing their contributions; but 
more importantly, encouraging the vision and goals of other black women during National 
Women’s Month. In 2021, she introduced “Young, Gifted and Black”, from Jeremiah 1:5 where 
young black males under the age of 40, are recognized for their gifts and gives voice and 
opportunities to their strengths in a world that often suppresses them because of their race, 
gender and other inequalities. In 2021, she launched FBIC Resource Center that provides literacy 
programs, financial support with deliquent property taxes, shutoff utility notices, expanded food 
pantry, clothing closet, senior and youth programs, as well as veterans services and re-entry 
programs for returning citizens from prison.  
 



 

 

Rev. Moore holds a Master of Divinity and Doctor of Ministry degree from Ecumenical 
Theological Seminary, successfully defending the dissertation, Broken Chains: Reconnecting 
Young Adults to Church Worship, a study specific to engaging the millennial generation in the 
local church. She is a participant of the “In Support of Excellence” Program through American 
Baptist Churches and graduate of the Ashland Theological Seminary, “Thriving Church 
Ministries” and the Institute for Advanced Pastoral Studies.  
 
Among many, she has been awarded ETS Women in Leadership Award, 2018 Nominee for Dean 

of the Spelman Chapel. Rev. Moore was recognized as a Michigan Chronicle 2020 Who’s Who in 

Black Detroit Honoree, inducted to the Top Ladies of Distinction, Detroit Chapter and 2021 

Michigan Chronicle Women of Excellence. 

She believes ‘you must meet people where they are, then nurture and guide them to see God’s 
true purpose’. Aside from ministry, she is passionate about morning walks, shoe shopping, her 
limited bowling skills and studying God’s Word. Rev. Moore has three children, one son-in-law 
and one grandchild.  


